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Arts Assignment


For my art project, I chose 2 different pieces of art, one song and one poem, to compare and contrast. I felt that each piece of art helped convey a different message. First, I chose Metallica’s “One”. I used to listen to this song as a child with my mother.  I listened to the words, but didn’t get the full impact of what the song meant until I went back and read the lyrics. Having a husband that risked everything to serve our country makes this even more personal to me. I love the song, because the topic is taboo in the music world. We listen to happy, upbeat songs about love, or sad songs about a broken heart, or even an angry song about a break up. It is rare for a song to touch on the topic of injured veterans, even those who have a traumatic brain injury. Their perspective that a person’s body may be damaged, but their soul is intact, and then taking it a step farther to include how they would feel if they were in that situation – would they want to live? I felt very connected to this song and loved the depth and emotion tied into it. “For democracy, any man would give his only begotten son.” How many sons have we given, and how many we will continue to give, to preserve democracy and freedom? The portrayal was accurate. It was a negative story, but any accurate portrayal is positive because it is conveying the truth to the public. I believe this portrayal would help encourage inclusion. They aren’t men who lost a leg; they are someone’s son that gave everything to protect us. 
The cerebrum has suffered massive and reparable damage
You never know what has happened to him
If I have not been sure of this, I would not have permitted him to live
Where am I? Father, what happened? I need help

What is democracy? What is democracy?
It got something to do with young men killing each other, Arthur
What if its my turn, will you want me to go?
For democracy, any man would give his only begotten son

It is impossible for any severed individual to experience pain
Pleasure, memory, dream or thought of any kind
This young man will be as unfeeling as unthinking as the dead
Until the day joins them

I don't know weather I'm alive or dreaming or dead or remembering
How can you tell what's a dream and what's real
When you can't even tell when your awake and when your asleep
Where am I?

I can't remember anything
Can't tell if this is true or dream
Deep down inside I feel to scream
This terrible silence stops with me

Now that the war is through with me
I'm waking up, I cannot see
That there's not much left of me
Nothing is real but pain now

Hold my breath as I wish for death
Oh, please God, wake me

They kept my head and chopped off everything
Oh, God, please make them hear me
They won't listen, they won't hear me
They got to wake me up Ill be like this for years, hear me

Back in the womb it's much too real
In pumps life that I must feel
But can't look forward to reveal
Look to the time when I'll live

Fed through the tube that sticks in me
Just like a wartime novelty
Tied to machines that make me be
Cut this life off from me

Hold my breath as I wish for death
Oh, please God, wake me
It's like a piece of me
The music video tells a story of an injured soldier that cannot communicate with others. 
Second, I chose a poem to compare. It is written by Janice De Vore-Robinson and titled “Just the Way I Am”. I felt that this poem really hit the nail on the head. I suffer from an invisible disability, which makes it hard for others to understand why you hurt and why you can’t do things with them. I really connected with this poem and the author. I think what was communicated to the public about people with disabilities is that a disability can change throughout a lifetime, someone can be able to do “normal” things, but as their disability progresses, they are unable to even manage the simple things in life. The portrayal is accurate, and again I feel that, although the story is a negative one, the portrayal is positive because it will enlighten others to understand how a person with disabilities feels. Yes, this portrayal will definitely encourage inclusion. Hopefully, those who have a friend like this will understand when they just want to stay home and watch a movie and refrain from physical activities that we consider “normal”. 
Just the Way I Am
Doing time for no known crime
Has been difficult for me
It’s hard to live with chronic pain
That others cannot see

The thief that robbed my body
Stole my strength and left me pain
I do my very best to cope
I struggle to stay sane

I miss our get-togethers
I miss shopping at the mall
It hurts me to be left behind
It’s not my choice at all

I long for how it used to be
When I could join right in
To do the fun and simple things
With family and friends

You seldom call or visit
You’re tired of it, I guess
Of always asking “Come along” 
And never hearing, “Yes”

I ache to be with all of you
I wish I could explain
How doing ‘normal’ things in life
Can cause me so much pain

I’m trapped inside this body
With pain that has no end
I grieve for all the things I’ve lost
I’d like them back again

When I decline to join you
Please try to understand
It’s not that I don’t want to
It’s just the way I am
A poem by Janice De Vore-Robinson
